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MONTREAL PREMIERE OF "ECHOI" -- 
LUKAS FOSS WITH EXPERIMENTAL GROUP AT S.G.W.U. MARCH 1 


Lukas Foss, considered to be one of the most brilliant composers of 
contemporary music in North America, will appear with his experimental 
group at Sir George Williams University, Friday, March 1. 


The concert, last in the University's Concert & Drama Series, will be 
the Montreal premiere of Foss' "Echoi" for your virtuosi soloists. It 
will be held at 8:40 p.m. in the Alumni Auditorium of the Hall Building, 
Maisonneuve Boulevard and Bishop Street. 


The programme will be preceded by a lecture on "Echoi" given by the 
composer. 


Lukas Foss belongs to the new generation of musicians who, like Boulez, 
Maderna, and Bernstein are equally at home composing, teaching, 
conducting, and performing on the piano. Mr. Foss' programmes range from 
Renaissance music to the most recent developments in new music. These 
developments he has helped to shape with his experiments in ensemble 
improvisation and with his own compositions. 


In 1953, he succeeded Arnold Schoenberg as Professor of Composition at 
the University of California at Los Angeles, a post he held until his 
appointment in 1963 as Conductor and Music Director of the Buffalo 
Philharmonic Orchestra. In a short time, he succeeded in turning Buffalo 
into a mecca for new music, presenting alongside his symphonic concerts 

a series of advanced and experimental chamber music concerts. 


In recent years, in addition to conducting the Buffalo Orchestra, Mr. Foss 
has guest-conducted the Leningrad, Berlin, and Zagreb Orchestras and, in 
North America, the orchestras of Cleveland, Chicago, Los Angeles, St. Louis, 
Rochester, and Toronto, as well as the New York Philharmonic for four 
consecutive weeks. He has also directed two New York Philarmonic Festivals - 
"Stravinsky and His Legacy" in 1966 and the 'French-American Festival" in 
1965. 


One of the most prominent among American composers, Foss' early works 
were tonal. About 1958 his music underwent a radical change through 
an experiment in ensemble improvisation. Started for pedagogic reasons, 
this project turned Mr. Foss unwittingly into an experimental composer. 
The transition piece in this development is "Time Cycle" (New York 
Music Critics' Circle Award) which was premiered by the New York 
Philharmonic. It was his composition "Echoi" (also New York Music 
Critics’ Circle Award) which is the first that is representative of 
his present period. The work became the only American composition 
chosen by the International Society of Contemporary Music in 1965. In 
1966, “Echoi''was performed at the Venice Festival and at the Domaine 
Musical in Paris as well as in many American universities. 


Following "Echoi" came three shorter highly experimental works: 
"Elytres" for chamber orchestra, "Fragments of Archilochos" for chorus, 
and "For 24 Winds." There followed Concert for Cello and Orchestra" 
(for Rostropovich) premiered in March 1967 by Rostropovich and the 
London Symphony in Carnegie Hall, and "Phorion" with Leonard Bernstein 
conducting the New York Philharmonic Orchestra in May 1967. 


Of "Echoi," commissioned by the Fromm Music Foundation, Foss has written: 


"Throughout the four musicians play from the score. Where bar lines are 
absent, the rhythmic notation is proportional. They stay together by 
following the score and by listening to one another. Considering the 

high speed of 'Echoi I' and the complex simultaneities of 'Echoi III' 

and IV, a special skill is demanded here. Another difficult performance 
task occurs in 'Echoi IV' when the players jump back and forth between 
different pages in the music (much like a phonograph needle on a 

defective record). This is done on cue from the percussionist, who 

strikes an anvil at random moments within a given stretch. This is the 
signal for the four players to skip from the moment of interruption to 

an earlier place in the music (idée fixe) and back, invalidating the 
carefully organized macro-estructure. From the start of the obsessional piano 
monologue to the moment (climax) when the percussion resorts to what is a 
literal invasion of the piano strings (the only way to bring the piano to a 
stop), 'Echoi IV' is a commentary on total organization, with the piano 
acting as protagonist. Though the aleatoric notion and even the ‘musical 
happening’ are easily detected here, no share of the composition per se is 
ever relinquished to the performer - or to chance. Even the improvisatory 
moments toward the end are limited, directed, texturally controlled via 
footnotes or invented symbols." 


The Montreal premiere of "Echoi" will be performed by Lukas Foss, piano; 
Jan Williams, percussionist; Robert Martin, cello; and Ed Yadzinsky, clarinet. 


Tickets - $2.50; students $1.00 - are now available at the information desk 
of the Hall Building. 


From the office of: Malcolm Stone, 
Information Officer 


SIR GEQRGE WILLIAMS UNIVERSITY 


1435 DRUMMOND ST., MONTREAL 25 gap RELEASE 
TELEPHONE 879-2867 


Le 26 février 1968 


POUR PUBLICATION IMMEDIATE 


PREMIERE A MONTREAL "D'ECHOI" = 
LUKAS FOSS ET SON GROUPE EXPERIMENTAL A L'UNIVERSITE 
SIR GEORGE WILLIAMS LE ler MARS, 


Lukas Foss, l'un des plus brillants compositeurs de musique 
contemporaine en Amérique du Nord, exécutera, accompagné de son 
groupe expérimental, "Echoi" 4 l'Université Sir George Williams, 
vendredi le ler mars, a 8:40 p.m. dans la salle des Anciens du 
Hall Building, boulevard de Maisonneuve et rue Bishop. 


Lukas Foss: Piano, 

Jan Williams: percussion, 
Robert Martin: violoncelle, 
Ed Yadzinsky: clarinette. 


Précédant le concert, le distingué compositeur commentera briévement 
sur "Echoi". 


Billets - $2.50; étudiants $1.00 - au Bureau de l'information de 
1'édifice Hall. 


Du bureau de: Malcolm Stone, 
Directeur de l'Information. 


NOTE: Pour plus de renseignements sur Lukas Foss, vous trouverez 
ci-inclus le communiqué de presse anglais. 


